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May we help you learn Godôs will 

for your life?  

   Throughout the New Testament we 

read of people being led into an un-

derstanding of what God would have 

them to do in order to be redeemed 

and learn the purpose for life God in-

tends all of us to know. In John 3, 

Jesus led Nicodemus into an under-

standing of the New Birth. In John 4 

he reached a Samaritan woman and 

then she reached her whole town! 

The book of Acts chronicles case after 

case in which Christians led others to 

faithful obedience to the gospel of 

Christ. Let us help you in the same 

way.  
 
Call or email and request a free personal 
Bible study, or ask to be enrolled in a free 
Bible correspondence course!  
 
Church office: 615 -459 - 4071  
Website: www.highlandheights.net  
Email: jpappas@highlandheights.net  
 

Natural and Special Revelation 
Joshua L. Pappas 

There are only two ways one can learn about God in this life. The 
most common way, and the one that enables us to have as complete an un-
derstanding of God as is humanly possible, is to study what He has directly 
communicated about himself in the Bible. The other way is to study the 
works of God in Nature. Though there are limits to what one may learn 
about God by studying His Creation, doing so is equally important to Bible 
study in many ways.  

The Bible is what we call Special Revelation. In calling it that, we do 
not refer to the book of Revelation that is in the Bible; we refer to God re-
vealing Himself to mankind. We call it Special Revelation, because the Bible 
is Godõs specific, personal communication about His purposes and will. He 
made a special effort to make Himself known to usñthat is what the Bible 
is. The only possible way that the Bible could have been written (if it is what 
it claims to be) is by supernatural contact between God and man. We will 
study these facts about Special Revelation in this lesson, but we will give 
consideration to Natural Revelation first. 

Natural Revelation 
Special Revelation refers to Godõs special, personal, supernatural 

communication to man, but Natural Revelation refers to what one may dis-
cern about God by studying Nature. Every craftsman and every artist leaves 
identifying characteristics on his work. All writers have their own style. In 
fact, anything designed or created is evidence of the existence of a designer 
or creator. That is what Natural Revelation is about: the fact that the Uni-
verse has been designed to function according to laws that enable an envi-
ronment to exist on Earth that supports human life. The Universe is so 
complex that it is unreasonable to propose that it came into being acciden-
tally, without being formed by a truly awesome intelligence. Natural Revela-
tion also includes what human nature (i.e. morality and personality) reveals 
about God, and though there are limitations, there is much to learn. 

Natural Revelation: Existence 
From the study of Nature, we derive three simple arguments prov-

ing the existence of God that practically anyone can learn and use to con-
vince others. One is called the Cosmological Argument. It is the argument 
from the existence of the Universe. It goes like this: Something cannot 
come from nothing, and there certainly is something, therefore there has 
always been something. That something cannot be matter, for science has 
proven that the Universe had a beginning. Additionally, the presence of 
matter cannot account for the existence of life. It is a scientific fact that life 
cannot come from non-life, so non-living matter like rocks, dirt and water 
can never come to life without some power outside of the material Universe 
making it happen. The bottom line is that life (and thought) predates the 
UniverseñGod predates the Universe and only His existence can explain 
the existence of life and matter.                                          Contõd on next page 
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Universe proves an all-knowing, all-powerful Creator. Being 
all-knowing and all-powerful, the Creator was capable of 
creating only creatures that could never discover His exis-
tence, but He chose to make mankind with the intellectual 
capacity to discern His presence through the design that is in 
nature. The Creator chose that mankind would come to 
know of Him.  

An objective study of nature can teach us a great 
deal about God, however, it cannot teach us all there is to 
know about God. We know that Natural Revelation reveals 
a God who wants us to know of Him. However, Natural 
Revelation cannot reveal anything further about the wishes 
and purposes of the Creator. This is the boundary of Natu-
ral Revelation. The presence of good things in the world 
assures us that the Creator is at least partially good, but the 
winds and the waves, the rocks and sands, the animals and 
the plants have nothing to say about Godõs name, will, or 
purposes.  

In light of the testimony of Natural Revelation, we 
can confidently say that any reasonable person knows there 
is a God who wants humans to know Him, but who is He? 
What does He want? Has He made contact with man? These 
are the questions that lead us to examine Special Revelation 
and the authenticity of the Bible. 

Special Revelation 
 In the world today, there are several supposed sa-
cred texts like the Koran (or Qurõan) of Islam, the collection 
of writings known as the Buddhist canon which have been 
bound and published in various forms including A Buddhist 
Bible (Goddard, 1932), The Vedas of Hinduism, and of 
course the Bible. There are also many religious ideologies 
taught in the world that religionists claim came to them via 
direct revelation from God (or gods) that have not been 
written down. Should one study each of these to get a clear 
view of Godõs will? Certainly not! Each of the world relig-
ions have teachings that contradict the other religions, so to 
study them all as truth is to give up on truth altogether. 
However, people should be familiar enough with various 
religions to be able to determine what the truth is. There-
fore, one might say that comparing religious teachings is a 
first step that a believer in God should take after becoming 
familiar with the proof of God in Nature. When religious 
teachings contradict one another they cannot be equally 
true. God is. He is who He is. To act as if all points of view 
about God are equals is to mock the very idea of believing 
and is a subtle form of disbelief. He is who He is, therefore 
only one Special Revelation can be the authentic one.  

  Contõd on page 4 

Natural Revelation: Morality 
Another argument resulting from the observation 

of Nature (specifically human nature) is called the Anthro-
pological Argument, or the Moral Argument. It goes like 
this: Morality is a reality. That which is moral does not 
come from that which is non-moral. Morality belongs to 
personality; therefore there has always been a Moral Per-
sonality. That is flawless logic, and serves to prove the ex-
istence of our eternal God whose righteous nature is the 
basis for true morality and the wellspring from which ours 
is drawn.  

Natural Revelation: Design 
The third argument from Natural Revelation we 

will consider in this lesson is called the Teleological Argu-
ment or the argument from design. The basic proposition 
of this argument is the fact that design proves the exis-
tence of a designer. All that one needs to be able to know 
that there is a God is common sense and enough interest 
in oneõs nature and surroundings to look and think. Planet 
Earth is precisely the right distance from the sun to give 
us enough warmth to live without burning up or freezing 
to death (in many areas of the world without even putting 
on warm garments, kindling a fire, or installing a central 
heat and air system). With the exception of a few regions, 
human life is sustainable permanently with varying degrees 
of effort and a little forethought anywhere in the world. If 
Earth were slightly closer to the sun all life would burn 
into ash; slightly farther away, and all life would die in a 
deep freeze. If only we had the time and space to discuss 
the existence of life-sustaining water on earth, the pres-
ence of just the right mix of gases in the air to make it 
breathable, the fact that soil contains nutrients that nour-
ish plants that produce both leaf and fruit that sustains 
animal life that makes consumable meat, and creates warm 
fur, all of which makes human life not only possible, but 
often comfortable. Time would certainly fail us if we dared 
to remark on the wondrous complexity of a single human 
being both physically and mentally (not to mention spiritu-
ally). The very thought of all that we are, and all that sur-
rounds us coming into being by accidental, mindless, natu-
ral causes is preposterous. The Universe was designed as a 
place to put planet Earth, which was designed to support 
life, and humans are remarkably designed. That is why 
David wrote, òThe fool says in his heart, ôThere is no 
Godó (Psalm 14:2). A cursory study of nature proves the 
existence of the Creator. The reality and complexity of 
Creation proves that the Creator is eternal, all-knowing, 
and all-powerful (Romans 1:20).  

God Wants Mankind to Know Him 
The final matter we will notice under the heading 

of Natural Revelation is the fact that it proves that God 
wants humanity to know Him. The presence of the Uni-
verse is proof of the eternal Creator. The nature of the 
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òITõS FRIDAY, BUT SUNDAYõS COMING!ó 

I  t has been my privilege to serve God as a pulpit minister, in a variety of 
places, for twenty years. During that period of time, there have been many 

reasons for society to feel doom and gloom. Frankly, I am a person that usually 
maintains a positive attitude about everything that is going on around me. To-
day, as I was thinking about what seems to be the dismal mess we have gotten 
our country into, I recalled a sermon that was preached many years ago. Though 
I have preached it many times, I wish I had been there to hear it.  
 It was a simple sermon, preached in simple terms, with a catchy title, that 
was repeated over and over by the preacher, òITõS FRIDAY, BUT SUNDAYõS 
COMING!ó It lasted about forty-five minutes and the congregation entered into 
the excitement and enthusiasm of the lesson. When I think about it, it kind of 
makes me jealous. 
 It was a powerful sermon that summarized the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
As I recall it went something like this. 

 You see, itõs Friday and Judas has just sold his Master for thirty pieces of silver. Peter has just denied his Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ with a curse. The soldiers in charge of holding Jesus make for Him a crown of thorns and shove it 
down upon His head. They mock Him, spit upon Him, and strike Him. These soldiers humiliate Jesus Christ in ways that 
only calloused soldiers know how to do.  
 A lying mob has been assembled to testify, falsely against Jesus. They shout in almost a frenzy for the release of 
Barabbas and the demand that this Jesus, be crucified like a common criminal. He is called before the Roman governor, 
who after questioning Him and declaring, òI find no fault in this just manó, turns to the crowd and asks what they would 
have him to do. The mob rules and Pilate in his entire splendor calls for a basin and washes his hands of the whole affair. 
Telling the Jews, òYou see to itó.  
 The voice of Jesus in the Garden had prayed that God do whatever He wills, asking that He be able to accept that 
will, as His own. In the darkness of the day, the same voice asks, òFather, why has thou forsaken me?ó A few moments 
later the same voice, with a grim finality, òIt is finished!ó  
 Friday is the day that man makes. This is the day that Satan has his way. We are so good at Fridays. We are experts 
at making graves. We know so well how to fashion a cross. The dead are buried with great and proper ceremony. From 
years of experience we know how to seal the tomb. Yes, we in our rebellion can kill the good, without batting an eye. Oh, 
how we can make Fridays, but only God can make Sundays. Remember, it was Friday, but Sundayõs coming. 
 As Mary and her friends go to the tomb, they are all wrapped up in the spirit of Friday. She doesnõt know about 
Sunday, canõt imagine a resurrection. When she gets there and the body of her Lord is gone, she fears that someone has 
stolen the corpse. She is so immersed in Friday that she doesnõt recognize the risen Savior. To her death is final. She be-
lieves the One to whom she has given her life is gone forever. 
 Thanks be unto God, we have an advantage over Mary. We know that even though òFridays" seem victorious, 
Sundayõs coming. We may sometimes be discouraged, even downhearted, but not defeated, for Sundayõs coming.  
 Woodrow Wilson once said to his doctor, òDoctor, the Devilõs a busy man.ó As he was lying on his deathbed, he 
said to his attendant, òDoctor, please get the Bible and read, 2 Corinthians 4:8-9.ó The doctor read the words, òWe are 
troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, 
but not destroyed;ó 
 I wonder, did the doctor read any further? òFor which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet 
the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.ó 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. 
 Yes, it may be Friday, but Sundayõs coming. 

Submitted by Harry Anderson 
Part two next time. 



 

 

Taken from That You May Grow Thereby, Vol. 1, T. Mitchell & J. Pappas (2006) 

Comparing Religions 
 Before entering into a brief comparison of religions (and their 
texts) we need to clearly establish the Christian point of view. Chris-
tians believe that the Bible is the one and only true sacred text. Chris-
tians believe the Bible is supernaturally inspired by God, that it is iner-
rant (or without mistakes), that it is complete (no more religious truth 
left to be revealed after the Bible -2 Peter 1:3; Jude 3), all-sufficient to 
provide for every spiritual need, and authoritative (i.e. the Bible is right 
and must be obeyed). The Bible teaches all of these truths about itself. 
We will examine these fundamental doctrines in more detail in lessons 
two and three. For now, we want to begin to prove the authenticity and 
superiority of the Bible (and thus Christianity) over the world religions 
and their supposed Special Revelations. We will not go into great detail 
in an investigation of any of these writings in this lesson. Instead, we 
will briefly examine the beliefs about God that each of these religions 
have that are rooted in their supposed supernatural (or man-made) 
revelations. The facts about God revealed through Natural Revelation 
are clear and indisputable. If, therefore, one examines a supposed Spe-
cial Revelation in light of Natural Revelation, it should not contradict it, 
and must provide the credible personal communication from God that 
Nature cannot.  

Hinduism  
Hindus propose that their writings are a true revelation of 

many gods. There are two types of Hindu scriptures. Sruti scriptures 
are believed to be of divine origin. Hindus believe they were directly 
revealed to ancient sages during their meditations. Hindus also have 
what they call Smriti scriptures which they recognize as purely human, 
and are the equivalent of commentaries of the Sruti writings. 

The Hindu pantheon is a confusing, chaotic mass of deities, 
and their priests promote social prejudice and injustice (the caste sys-
tem). The entire system is inherently corrupt. We ought to ask: Does 
the universe reveal an orderly God or a mass of flawed, quarreling dei-
ties? Does nature support the idea that those born into higher castes 
(social circles) are inherently better than those born into the lower 
ones? Your answers apply with similar force to any polytheistic theol-
ogy.  

The fact is: nature, with all of its infinite complexity and or-
derly laws that make life on earth a reality, clearly rules out any chaotic 
concept of God. Even the presence of what is perceived to be chaotic 
in the world, such as destructive storms and wildfires has been shown 
by scientists to function according to orderly laws of nature, and serve 
a good purpose toward the renewal of the land. Further, history tells 
many tales of poor, low-born men and women who have shown them-
selves wise, intelligent, and capable of accomplishing the mightiest of 
deeds. Therefore the unjust caste system must be ruled out as contrary 
to nature. Thus we know that Polytheism (and Hinduism in particular) 
is contrary to Natural Revelation.  

Buddhism 
Buddhism arose from Hinduism. Buddhist òscripturesó in-

clude the Tipikata (the whole volume of canonical Buddhist writings), 
the Discourse of the Wheel of Dhamma (the first discourse of the Bud-
dha), Dhammapada (a collection of Buddhaõs sayings), the Book of 
Protection (sayings of Buddha designed to protect the reader from fear 
and misfortune), and several others.  

Buddhism proposes that there is no personal, intelligent God, 
and therefore cannot account for the rational design of the created 
order at all. It is ultimately a system of (supposed) earthly wisdom. Its 
religious goal is impersonal nothingness. Someone rightly said, òAn 
impersonal nothingness never loved or saved anybody!ó Could a non-
intelligent, impersonal force create an infinitely complex and ordered 
universe? Buddhism proposes little that one may make to fit what natu-
ral revelation proves. 

Scientology 
Scientology is one of the modern òconsciousnessó religions. It 

is a blend of Eastern òspirituality,ó and western Psychology. These re-
ligions deny a Creator, and promote the idea that mankind must evolve 

spiritually to become his own godñthat man is able to solve all his 
problems without the aid of God. The only writings passable as Scien-
tologist òscriptures,ó are those of the pseudo-religionõs founder, L. Ron 
Hubbard.  

These religions are contrary to a reasoned view of the uni-
verse. They make no attempt to explain the Creator; in fact they gener-
ally deny Him. Further, these modern òreligionsó are willfully ignorant 
of the fact that there are problems humans face that they cannot solve 
themselves. There are a great many of them. The modern religions, 
such as Scientology, teach a view of the universe that is contrary to the 
indisputable facts of Natural Revelation. 

Islam 
Islam is the religion of Mohammad. Muslims claim that the 

Bible as originally written is true revelation from God and that their 
Koran is simply a later writing from a superior prophet. Additionally, 
Muslims argue that the Bible, as we have it today, has been corrupted 
from its original form. Is the Bible we have today the same as originally 
written? If it is, what does it say about the possibility of greater proph-
ets after its completion? If these questions have an answer in favor of 
the Bible we possess today, Islam will be shown to be in error. These 
questions will be answered briefly later in this lesson and in more detail 
in the next lesson. 

Judaism 
Orthodox Judaism is a Biblical religion. Its teachings come 

from the Old Testament portion of the Bible. Practicing Jews do not 
believe that the New Testament is an authentic portion of the Bible, 
and thus they deny that Jesus is the Messiah. Though until Christ died 
Judaism was Godõs revealed religion, and Christianity arose from it as 
its fulfillment, today, Judaism and Christianity do not go hand in hand. 
We must ask, òWhat evidence supports the belief that the New Testa-
ment is authentic scripture from God? What does the Old Testament 
say about the Messiah?ó When we answer these questions we will know 
whether Judaism is valid today, or not. We will answer these questions 
briefly in this lesson, and in more detail in the next. 

The Old Testament (or Hebrew Bible) teaches of a Creator 
that is all-powerful, all-knowing, and who wants humanity to know 
him. Of the supposed Special Revelations we have examined so far, 
this is the first that one may say Natural Revelation supports. 

Christianity 
Christianity is a revealed religion. In other words, mankind did 

not develop it. The Creator supernaturally revealed its laws and princi-
ples. Christianity looks to the entire Bible as the one and only true reve-
lation of God. The Bible account of the creation of the universe is fully 
compatible with what nature reveals. In addition, it logically and rea-
sonably provides the details that explain what Natural Revelation can-
not. 

Summary 
Natural Revelation, through simple logic (common sense), 

demands a Creator who is all-knowing. How else could He have known 
how to make such an infinitely complex and organized universe? Natu-
ral Revelation teaches of a Creator who is all-powerful. How else could 
He have made the Universe at all? Natural Revelation teaches of a 
Creator who wants to be known by mankind. If a supposed sacred text, 
or religious system is truly from the Creator, it will support and expand 
upon what nature reveals.  

Of the above, only the Bible contains a view of God that is 
consistent with what nature reveals about him. Further, the Bible 
shows the purposes and desires of the Creator that underlie his crea-
tion. The Old Testament proves the authenticity of the New Testa-
ment. In so doing, it rules out modern Judaism as true religion. The 
Bible clearly shows that the New Testament is the completion of the 
Creatorõs Special Revelation of Himself, and His will, thus ruling out 
the Koran as authentic. Of all the so-called sacred writings in the 
world, the Bible is the only authentic one! 



 

 

A Place For You 
By Mark A. Mayes 

 
�,�Q���P�\���)�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H���D�U�H���P�D�Q�\���U�R�R�P�V�����,�I���L�W���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���V�R�����Z�R�X�O�G���,���K�D�Y�H���W�R�O�G���\�R�X���W�K�D�W���,���J�R���W�R���S�U�H�S�D�U�H��
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be also. 

      - John 14:2-3 (ESV) 

 

I would venture that few well-known passages are so widely misunderstood as are 

these few verses from John.  There are several factors working against a correct 

understanding of the passage.  The first factor is a mistranslation.  When the King 

James Version was translated, the study of Greek was fairly new.  While the trans-

lators did a great job with what they had, knowledge about certain words was lim-

�L�W�H�G�������7�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���Z�R�U�G���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G���³�U�R�R�P�V�´���L�Q���W�K�H���(�6�9�����*�U�H�H�N��monai) is used 

�R�Q�O�\���K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���L�Q���-�R�K�Q�������������������7�K�H���.�-�9���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�R�U�V���P�L�V�W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G���L�W���D�V���³�P�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�V�´����
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���%�L�V�K�R�S�¶�V���%�L�E�O�H���X�V�H���E�\���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H��
�³�G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H�V�¶���R�I���W�K�H���*�H�Q�H�Y�D���%�L�E�O�H�����X�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���� 

 

A second factor is our materialistic society.  Given two alternate readings, 

�³�P�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�V�´���D�Q�G���³�U�R�R�P�V�´�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�R���\�R�X���S�U�H�I�H�U�"�����,�W�¶�V���P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H���D�S�S�H�D�O�L�Q�J���W�R���X�V���W�R��
�W�K�L�Q�N���R�I���D���P�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D���U�R�R�P�������+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����³�U�R�R�P�´���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���F�D�U�U�L�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�U��
rect connotation. 

 

�%�X�W���W�K�D�W���O�H�D�Y�H�V���X�V���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�������:�K�\���G�L�G���-�H�V�X�V���V�D�\�����³�,�Q���P�\���)�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V��
�K�R�X�V�H���D�U�H���P�D�Q�\���U�R�R�P�V�´�"�����7�K�L�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���O�H�D�G�V���X�V���W�R���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���I�D�F�W�R�U���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��
our correct understanding of the passage: differences in culture and time.  To prop-

erly understand what Jesus is saying, we need to travel mentally back in time to the 

Jewish culture of the first century. 

 

You are probably already familiar with the fact that, during New Covenant times, 

multiple generations of a family would live in the same house.  Perhaps you are 

also aware that when a man and woman got married, the woman typically left her 

�K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�S�O�H���O�L�Y�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���J�U�R�R�P�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\�������:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�S�O�H���Z�D�V���E�H��
trothed and ready to be married, the groom left his bride and returned to his fa-

�W�K�H�U�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H�������7�K�H���K�R�X�V�H���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���D�X�W�R�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���U�H�D�G�\���I�R�U���D���Q�H�Z���F�R�X�S�O�H���W�R���E�H���D�G�G�H�G����
but rather had to be prepared, typically by building an additional room attached to 

the house, perhaps one with a separate entrance into a common area.  It was the 

�J�U�R�R�P�¶�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���W�K�L�V���U�R�R�P�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���S�K�D�V�H���R�I���U�H�W�X�U�Q���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���Z�D�V��
�F�D�O�O�H�G���³�J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���D���S�O�D�F�H���´ 

Continued on the next page. 


