Parent/Teacher Conhection

For Highland HELHTSs parents and teachers of children
From Cradle Roll through 57 grade.
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 Time to deck the doors! How ‘bout >-___>L --
:Our first door decorating contest was held last fall. t+hose VOIS’

1 I's now six months later, and time to spring
Iahead and decorate your classroom doors for the Not the ones that wear orange and white uni-

I'new quarter, which begins the first week of forms. No, we mean the parents who volunteered
I'March! Like the fall contest, we will take photos, to help in your classroom this year. Have you
jand hang them on the board with a ballot box. contacted your volunteers yet?

1 You can vote more than once, (but be please kind

I and leave some blank ballots for everyone else.) Check

! your en-

: . rollment

, Little hands can scatter forms and !
I be sure to
lots of seed, too. take them |

: Parents, did you know your child might just be . up on !
; one of the most effective ambassadors for Christ ~ their offer—a volunteer can help you prepare ]
1in your family? Children frequently invite school ~handwork for an upcoming lesson or come in to :
I friends and teammates for overnight visits on the help with a special activity in your classroom. I
lweekend. A Saturday sleepover canalsobea  They can also help you send postcards to visitors
:great opportunity to introduce their friends to Bible and absent students. It's a great way to involve 1
| class at Highland Heights. more parents in our education program. :
I
I A recent survey found a whopping 76% of parents Who knows? A one-time visit to your classroom :
'would allow their child to attend church with a may get them interested in a future teaching op- |
trusted friend or neighbor. What an opportunity to Portunity. Teachers, when you hand off your class |
 help your child begin to spread the Gospel. For  to the next teacher, make sure they know where :
1 young children bringing a visitor to Bible class, your parent contact sheets are located, along with

I please escort them and provide the teacher with the student enroliment information, postcards for
I'the visitor’s contact information so a postcard can Missing or visiting students, stamps, etc.

; be mailed to their family and we can encourage

T g Welcome to the Club!
. . The following children have successfully recited
Bible " = [ the books of the Bible and joined the 66 Club:
e > | They will be presented with new Bibles after an

|

|

|

: BOWI i @\L: upcoming Sunday morning worship service.

: Upda-‘-e :_!:\L_www__,l : Emari Andico Rebekah Hunter

Owen Deocales Hannah Vaughn

:The Highland Heights team took third place in
j January’s competition at MTCS. All the teams Walker Evans

1 are studying Genesis this year. Your children cur-

Irently enrolled in 3rd grade and up are welcome .

I'to join the team. The group meets at 6 pm on A Blble S1'°"'Y a dGY = .
:Sunday evenings n the education building. They A new Children’s Ministry page on the Highland
j compete against other local congregation teams ~ Heights website has news and updates, links to
1on the first Monday night of each month through  past newsletters, and a daily Bible story. If you
I April. We will be the host congregation for the make it a daily habit to check the site for each
I'final monthly competition (in April); watch foran ~ day’s story, you and your child will journey

; @announcement to bring drinks and cookies for that through the Bible in just one year!

| evening.
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Students’
Learning Styles

1 Once up on a time, before we were teachers, we
I'were all students. Like our students today, we
I'each have a learning style we prefer, and we may
jeven rely on it as our teaching style without think-
1ing about it. Do you know what your learning style
1is? If not, here’s a quick and easy online quiz to
I'help you identify your own style: http://
www.personal.psu.edu/bxb11/LSI/LSI.htm

|

1 Our students—even young ones—have their own
I preferred learning styles, too. To help them, we
I'need to include activities for each learning style in

: every class—it's easy and effective.

:Visual learners like to read and/or see pictures,
| maps, videos, flashcards and flipcharts to learn

1 the story.

|

I Auditory learners are your good listeners—they
I'learn by hearing and then repeating the story or
:singing a song that reinforces the lesson or verse.

:Tactile (or kinesthetic) learners are hands-on
jlearners. They write, draw, and color to learn.
1 They may also love building models or replicas, or

lacting out a skit to re-tell the story.
|

IIntroverted students are often quiet and learn
I'best working independently at their own pace.

| Extroverted learners enjoy the social aspect of

| class. Make sure you give both introverts and ex-
I troverts some class time activities that are best

: suited to their particular needs.

I'Small adjustments to your lessons are often all

i that’s necessary to help all of your students reach
| their full potential for learning. If your own pre-

I ferred learning style is auditory, be sure to include
I pictures or images and activities that involve writ-

: ing and/or drawing. If you're a tactile learner and

j rely heavily on worksheets, be sure you include

1 verbal and visual reinforcements for students who
Ineed see or hear the story. Be prepared for posi-
I'tive reactions and results when you start tweaking
:your lessons to include something for every learn-
1 ing style.

|

|

Did you know? You can get
Ministry page on the HighlandHeights.net website!

]
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Spotlight on
the Resource Room

As Highland Heights Bible class teachers, we
have an embarrassing abundance of classroom
resources available to us. In fact, we have a
storehouse of posters for every classroom age
and theme, laminated bulletin board and door
decorations, flipcharts, tape-recorded lessons,
puppets, flannelgraph figures, diecuts, construc-
tion paper, stickers, yarn, craft items of every
imaginable sort, reproducible coloring pages, puz-
Zles and maps for any lesson...the list goes on
and on.

So where is this treasure trove? It’s in the room at
the far end of the pre-school classroom hallway in
the main building. On Sundays and Wednesdays,
Maie Choate and Gayle Britton are usually on
hand to help you find whatever you need.

On Tuesday mornings, the Teacher Too’s meet in
thisroom. (Get it ? Teacher
days?) They are a teacher’s dream team. Ask
them to cut out 12 fish and 2 dozen tiny loaves of
bread for your class, and in the twinkling of an
eye, they’'ve got them ready. If you need work-
books assembled for your class, they can do that.
Tell them you need a diorama of the 7 days of
creation, and they’ll have one waiting for you to
pick up. It's easier than the Staples mythical
“Easy” button.

|
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
There is a catch, though. They only meet on I
Tuesdays, and sometimes their services are in I
high demand, especially in the weeks before VBS !
or campaign. If your project is large or compli- :
cated, give them as much lead time as you can,
and provide detailed, written instructions, along |
with a phone number where they can reach you if 1
they have any questions. The drop-off/pick up !
. . . . 1

folders are in hanging folder bins just as you walk |
in the door of the resource room. One teacher I
drops off her weekly lessons for re-copying as I
soon as class is over, so she can file them away |
for next year. Her good planning guarantees she !
always has her lessons in plenty of time. :
|

|

|

|

|

One more note: If you borrow a bagged set of
bulletin board/door decorations, please keep the

entire bag until you’'re done
items in the bag to be re-filed in its entirety.
news and updat es chidethse Wari o


http://www.personal.psu.edu/bxb11/LSI/LSI.htm
http://www.personal.psu.edu/bxb11/LSI/LSI.htm
http://www.highlandheights.net/ministries/childrens-ministries/
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|
1 Bible Hour 8 6 p.m., Sunday evenings, next to small fellowship hall for ages 4-8.
I Bible Bowl practice 86 p.m. Sunday evenings in the education building for 3™ grade & high school.

:2/7 SOUPBR Sunday (brin g:3,6]aB1'bﬂerbqwl dorpetihisn, 7200 dt MaTCS.

1dessert or drinks for lunch. Check out the :
:educa’rion booth and sign up for service oppor- .3/3 Spring quarter begins for Wednesday

1 tunities that match your talents, gifts and Inight classesfi get your doors ready for their
1 time.) iphoto shoot!
' 2/8 Bible bowl competition, 7:00 at MTCS
|(reschedu|ed from 2/1 due to snow day.) '3/7
| :1. Spring quarter begins for Sunday morning
| 12/10 mi ith M tingat10 !~ classes
/ issions wi ommy meeting a 12. Devo for grades 3-5 after evening services
.a m. to make Valentine surprises for the widows l
I

| .. . .
I 2/14 Devo for' gr'ades 3-h C(f‘fer- evening ser- 11. Missions with Mommy mee'l'mg at 10 a.m. to
do some O0spring cl ean

(dusting pews, sharpening pencils and re-
stocking the visitors cards.)

:vices.
I

et ST

:2/15 Presidentsd Day ( sc o élassroom Hoorsdecdrption contest voting
| begins

I

I

1 2/ 23 International Pancake Day. (Really. :3/13 Daylight saving time begins tomorrow.
: And IHOP is offering free pancakes from 7 to Set your clocks ahead one hour before you go
110a.m.) :To bed tonight!

I

| I

: 2/24 :3/20 Last day to vote for your favorite

11. Missions with Mommy meeting at 10 a.m. to :c!assroom door. Winners announced Sunday

I help get ready for new members dinner hight.

I
(watch for more info & a date TBA) !

2. Rutherford County Schools early dismissal :3/22-3/26 Spring Break for Rutherford
day (3 hour 15 minutes) :Coun'ry Schools

I
! 2/28 Teacher's Meeting! ai :3/24 Missions with Mommy meeting at 10
,HH Bible class teachers and parents should 1a.m. to make Sunshine Baskets.

laﬁend this important meeting. All the plans !

Iand details for VBS and the summer quarter |3/ 28 Education committee monthly meeting
Iwill be discussed! ,a‘r 4:30fi everyone is encouraged to attend.

I Do you know of any April and/or May events that should be on this calendar?
: Let Jeanetta or Terry know by Wed., March 17.



http://www.ihoppancakeday.com/
mailto:jcothron@nasba.org
mailto:TNgardener@comcast.net
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From Joshua's desk:
Baby Steps

' am happy to tell new members and visitors that

; We offer Bible classes for infants from 6 months of
1age and up. | know that teaching the babies is

I harder than it looks, and it is not merely “baby sit-
:ting" them so mom and dad can go to class.

| ,

1 We have a fine group of women who rotate

1 through the Cradle Roll and preschool ages, work-
ling quarter after quarter to lay the foundation of
I'truth for our youngest members, so when they be-
Igin school and move into older classes, they know
1 the “big” stories of the Old and New Testaments,

1 they have been taught to love and respect the Bi-
I ble and God, to know Jesus, and to be thankful for
I'their families and the physical blessings they can
:see, touch, taste, and smell.

|

1 Their knowledge isn’t acquired randomly or acci-

I dentally; rather, it is part of a structured, organized
I curriculum that starts as soon as children can sit

: up in an infant safety seat. Teachers of this age

1 group love youngsters and love teaching God’s
1word to them. We are blessed to have them! As
I our congregation continues to grow, we expect the
'number of children attending class each week to

: increase as well. With that in mind, we are seeing
1 @ need for more coordination among our teachers
1and other children’s ministry efforts (including our
:attended nursery.)

:We’re taking small (you might even say “baby”)

| steps to address these needs. For starters, we

1 are seeking a volunteer coordinator for the pre-
I'school (0-5 year olds) to help organize the teacher
I'roster and nursery helpers, review the current cur-
 ficulum and make sure it remains top-notch and

| effective, and seek ways to improve our classroom
1 environments for our babies, toddlers, and pre-
:schoolers.

:A background in early childhood education and

1 development would be helpful to someone in this
I'role. But more importantly, this coordinator must
'have a love for children, a desire to see all children
I'raised in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,

j and the willingness to learn how to minister to our

1 smallest members. If you are interested in this

1 effort, please come speak to me, call me, or send
'me an email at joshuapappas@yahoo.com. This
lis an urgent need.

1
I Did you receive this via email? If not, let us know and we’ll add you to the distribution list. It’s faster, you can
I click on the links to reach websites, and it wastes less paper.
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A very real threat

Recent studies show an alarming statistic: 75%—
or more—of young Christians are abandoning
their faith soon after graduating from high school.
Why? Two main reasons are usually given:

1) Their professors and peers challenged them
intellectually and they had no logical answers
to respond with. (Sidenote: academics are 5
times more likely to be agnostic or atheistic
than the average population; many of them
openly state it is their responsibility to strip stu-
dents of religious beliefs. Consider the implica-
tions for our college students & pray for them!)
They no longer feel the same way about their
faith, and they don’t see Christianity as any
truer or better than any other religion.

As a parent, you may feel confident your child will
not become a statistic—that they are among those
whose faith is strong enough to endure. But ask
yourself: is their faith based on intellectual knowl-
edge, or only on emotion? We must love God
with our hearts (emotional faith), our souls, our
strength and our minds (intellectual faith). Our chil-
dren must be equipped with rational and logical
reasons for believing that truth exists. That God
exists. That miracles are possible, and the Bible is
true.

So how do parents make sure we are giving our
children the tools they need to stand firm? Here
are some practical tips to start weaving this into
the fabric of your family’s daily activities:

1. Use routine events to illustrate the scientific
knowledge displayed by God - a nature walk
can spark questions about the variety of life.

2. Ask your child open-ended questions about
what they're learning at school - then ask them
how that fits in with the Bible.

3. Visit Christian apologetic web sites with your
child such as DiscoveryMagazine.com.

4. Brush up on your own knowledge on this sub-
ject (you can’t lead where you haven'’t been.)
ApologeticsPress.org has a home study
course you can take at your own pace.

For a real eye-opening look at what is facing our
youth today, watch the first half-hour of the video
called “If Parents Only Knew” by Dr. Frank Turek
of Crossexamined.org (Note: they are a Baptist-
based group, so you’ll hear some denominational
references.) Here’s the link: http:/
video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
4786450026182471150&hl=en#



mailto:joshuapappas@yahoo.com
http://www.discoverymagazine.com/
http://www.apologeticspress.org/homestudycourses/
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-4786450026182471150&hl=en
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-4786450026182471150&hl=en
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-4786450026182471150&hl=en

