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And the blue ribbon goes to... 
The spring door decoration contest sparked a 

flood of new door decorations.  The votes are 

in, the winning class-

room is the 2-year-

olds!  Students will 

receive coupons for a 

free treat at Red 

Robin, and the teach-

ers will have $50 in 

credit to spend on 

classroom supplies.  

It should be noted 

the 4-year-olds fin-

ished a close second 

and they have the red ribbon to prove it  Ku-

dos to all—the doors all look great!  This just 
in:  The 2HYM (youth group) is issuing a 
friendly challenge to the 0-5 year-old  
classes for best-dressed summer doors! 
Stay tuned for more details in late May. 
 

Bible  

Bowl: The   

Season Finale! 
The Highland Heights team came in 2nd place 

again last month.  Congratulations to all the 

boys and girls (3rd grade—high school) who 

have studied diligently this year.  We will be 

the host congregation for the final monthly 

competition on April 5 at MTCS.  If you can-

not volunteer that night, you can still help our 

team:  drop off 2 liter bottles of soft drinks 

or packages of cookies or brownies to the 

education building kitchen before Monday 

night.  Be sure to mark them ―For Bible Bowl.‖   

Hippity! 

   Hoppity!  
The bunny is on his way.  Sunday April 4 is our 

annual egg hunt following morning services.    

Children should bring a basket to carry their 

finds home with them.  Bring your cameras—

it’s a great photo op!    
 

Ready for a Road Trip? 
An overnight field trip (caravan-style) to the 

Creation Science Museum in Petersburg, Ken-

tucky is planned for June 18 & 19. The dead-

line to sign up is April 25.  This quarter, the 

Sunday morning Young Families class is dis-

cussing Christian Evidences and how to relate 

them to your children.  If you’re planning on 

touring the museum, be sure to take advantage 

of this class; you’ll be fully prepared to answer 

your children’s questions.   See Joshua Pappas 

if you have any questions about the trip. 

 

You say DIE-cut,  

We say CRI-cut...  
The resource room now has a Cricut laser 

diecut machine.  In addition to the existing 

fonts and shapes from the tried-and-true 

diecuts, we now have many new fonts and de-

signs to choose from.  Since it’s electronic it 

can also create a wide range of sizes for your 

letters, numbers and shapes, from tiny to 

huge; wide, skinny, or italicized.  Check with 

Gayle Britton or Maie Choate for details on 

what we have available now or to request their 

assistance with any letters or shapes  you 

need. 

http://creationmuseum.org/
http://www.cricut.com/
http://www.cricut.com/
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Law & Order:  

Creating a 

  Disciplined Classrooom 
 

Discipline is good.  No, really!  An undisciplined 

class is chaotic and ineffectual at best, and can be 

scary and dangerous for students at its worst. 
 
 

The goal of classroom discipline is to have a safe 

and positive learning environment for students.  A 

well-disciplined classroom of children is not silent 

and stiff; it is humming with activity and punctu-

ated by laughter.  But the noise and activity level is 

focused, controlled and safe (physically and emo-

tionally.)  So how can we get and maintain discipline 

in our classrooms?  Let’s start with strategy: 

1) Prepare yourself. Familiarize yourself with the 

age group of your students:  their attention 

span, reasoning abilities, etc.  Make sure you 

have all your  materials in hand and a set of 

learning objectives clearly defined before you 

walk into class.  Plan lesson activities that will 

move children physically and mentally from one 

learning objective to the next.  Have a backup 

plan (memory work, games, handout, etc. ) in 

case you have extra time at the end of class. 

2) Prepare your classroom.  Look around the 

room—are there physical distractions?  Elimi-

nate them if you can. (It may take a few class 

periods to identify the source of a problem, 

but when you pinpoint the distraction, try to 

remove it or at least reduce its impact. 

3) Prepare your students and parents. Send home 

a letter with your classroom rules and expecta-

tions.  This sets the tone for parents and stu-

dents—they will know what you expect. 

4) Enlist help.  If you are struggling with a class-

room discipline issue, consult with the parents, 

education minister, deacons or elder for help. 
 
 

Next time, we’ll focus on tactics for dealing with 
specific discipline issues in the classroom. 

Spotlight on: 

Summer Bible Vacation! 
We have had great response to our all-call for 

teachers and guides for this year’s summer pro-

gram.  For those of you who aren't sure what we’re 

doing, here’s the scoop on SBV: 
 

Instead of a 1-day or 3-day VBS, we’re taking the 

Kindergarten thru 5th graders on an all summer 

Bible vacation.  They will rotate through 6 destina-

tions every 3 weeks (Sunday & Wednesday): 
1. Bereans R. Noble Bible Bookseekers—storyteller 

2. Master of Peace Theatre—movie/interactive skit 

3. How Great Thou Art Studio—arts & crafts 

4. WWJD: The Rock—singing ―on-air‖ with puppets 

5. Ripley’s You CAN Believe—Bible history/

geography 

6. Noah & Son’s ARK-ade—games/evaluation 
 

In the first 3 weeks, they will cover the story of 

creation; then spend 3 weeks on the fall of man, 

another 3 weeks on the flood, and wrap up the sum-

mer with the scattering. 
 

To kick things off, we’ll promote all students on 

Wednesday June 2, and hold an open house so you 

can see the decked-out classrooms and enjoy some 

ice cream (get out your ice cream freezers!)  On 

Saturday June 5, we’ll have an outreach day (10am

-2pm) and invite our friends and neighbors to come 

see what our summer program is all about and reg-

ister their children to attend.  (Saturday will have 

activities for the 3-5 year olds as well.) Then  

Sunday June 6 will start the rotations. 
 

We believe a summer-long program has many poten-

tial benefits, including attracting more repeat visi-

tors, creating more excitement among our children, 

and letting teachers have a break from the normal 

schedule since they will teach a few lessons multi-

ple times.  Do you still have questions or want to 

volunteer?  Just let us know—there’s always room 

for one more on this summer-long adventure! 

Did you know?  You can get news and updates on the various children’s activities from the new 
Children’s Ministry page on the HighlandHeights.net website! 

http://www.highlandheights.net/ministries/childrens-ministries/
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4/4  1.    Egg hunt following morning services. 

2. Devo for grades 3-5 after evening  

services. 
 

4/5 Final Bible bowl competition is at 7:00 @ 

MTCS—Highland Heights is host congregation 
 

4/7 Missions with Mommy—making sunshine bas-

kets for shut-ins.  
 

4/9 Young Families’ - Ladies Night Out @ 6pm 

(Dads watch the kids!) Contact Mike Bragg or 

Robert Deocales to RSVP or get more info. 
 

4/9-10 MTCS presents ―Willy Wonka‖ at the 

Arts Center of Cannon County. Call (615) 563-ARTS 
 

4/10 Saturday workday for Summer Bible Vaca-

tion (SBV) - 10 a.m. Come join us as we scout out 

materials & supplies on-hand. 
 

4/18 All Summer Bible Vacation (SBV) Guides 

meet after morning services. 
 

4/21 Missions with Mommy—Park outing; details 

TBA.   
 

4/22 ―Take your Daughters and Sons to Work‖ 

day.   (Also ―Jelly Bean Day.‖  Which will you take?) 
 

4/24 Second Saturday workday for SBV @ 

10a.m.  Carpenters, painters and artists please 

come help us prepare props for the classrooms. 
 

4/25 1.  SBV teachers meet after a.m. services. 

2. Education meeting @ 4:30 in Resource 

Room.  All are welcome to attend. 

5/2  Devo for grades 3-5 after evening services. 

 

5/5 Missions with Mommy—‖Get fired up for 

Jesus‖ with a visit to the fire station and a talk 

about how God wants us to help others. 
 

5/8 Saturday workday for Summer Bible Vaca-

tion (SBV) - 10 a.m. Come join us for a day of prop 

painting and decorating! 

 

5/9 Mother’s Day.  This U.S. holiday was begun 

by Anna Marie Jarvis in honor of her mother, a 

Sunday school teacher.  

 

5/15 ―Walk for Walker‖ at the CF Great Strides 

starts @ 9 a.m. at the Nashville Zoo at Grassmere. 

 

5/22 Saturday workday for Summer Bible Vaca-

tion (SBV) - 10 a.m. Final day to get everything 

ready to move into the classrooms for the summer 

quarter! 

 

5/23 Education meeting @ 4:30 in Resource 

Room.  All are welcome to attend.  

 

5/26 Missions with Mommy meeting at 10 a.m. to 

learn about the church library and hear a Bible 

story.  

 

5/28 Last day of school for Rutherford County 

Schools 

April            May 

Bible Hour – 6 p.m., Sunday evenings, next to small fellowship hall for ages 4-8. 

Do you know of any June and/or July events that should be on this calendar? 
Let Jeanetta or Terry know by Wed., May 19.  

http://www.nashvillezoo.org/events_detail.asp?eventID=31
mailto:jcothron@nasba.org
mailto:TNgardener@comcast.net
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Did you receive this via email?  If not, let us know and we’ll add you to the distribution list.  It’s faster, you can click 

on the links to reach websites, and it wastes less paper.  

 

 

From Joshua’s desk:  

the next step 
In the last Parent/Teacher Connection newsletter,  

I announced that we were looking for a coordinator 

to help with the children’s education and ministry 

work here at Highland Heights.  Just as I had 

hoped, I was approached by several people who are 

interested in helping and I’m pleased to make the 

following official announcement. 

 

Rachel Evans, Cindy Hunter and Pat Roembke will 

be working with the preschoolers (0-5 year-olds) to 

coordinate the early childhood program here.  We 

have a tremendous group of dedicated teachers 

who love working with this age group, and Rachel, 

Cyndi and Pat will be helping provide them with  

resources and support to continue their work with 

the smallest members of Highland Heights. 
 

Barbara Davis and Terry Lea will be working with 

the Kindergarten through 5th grades, helping to 

strengthen the education program and provide sup-

port to those who teach during these critical learn-

ing years, when children begin to establish their 

own faith and relationship with God. 
 

These women will work together with our education 

committee to provide our teachers and parents 

with a coordinated and cohesive Bible program that 

will train up our children to the very best of our 

abilities.  Please welcome them to their new roles, 

and talk to them about your ideas for our education 

program—they would love your input! 
 

And of course, the success of our program depends 

heavily on our parents. Not only do you provide the 

day-to-day training of your children, but you make 

it possible for your child to attend class, and you 

are also counted among our teachers and volunteers 

in our children’s ministry efforts.  Thank you for all 

you do—may God bless you and your family! 
 

 

 

How Do “Wee” Worship?  
Finally, your toddler can make it through worship 

without having to be taken out for an attitude ad-

justment.  But getting them to sit still is only the 

beginning of teaching them to worship God.  Wor-

ship means to praise and adore the one worthy of 

our attention:  God.  How do we—as parents—

express our adoration of Him?  Do we look forward 

to worship?  Do we take notes during the sermon?  

Do we pray with intensity and purpose?  Do we sing 

joyfully?  Do we deeply reflect on the meaning of 

the Lord’s Supper? Do we bring up the lesson in 

casual conversation, or look up scriptures that were 

mentioned in the sermon? 
 

Granted, that’s a tall order for parents, especially 

those with young children.  But it’s important to 

show our children that we love God and worshiping 

Him is our highest priority each week. It may take 

some practice for us.  But even if your children are 

taller than you, it’s not too late.  Talk to them 

about where you fall short in your worship to God—

maybe you struggle to not let your mind wander, 

because daydreaming was how you got through wor-

ship as a child.  (Maybe old habits die hard!)  Tell 

your children you are committed to changing your 

habits, and encourage them to develop a worshipful 

attitude now.  Here are some tips to get started: 
Take sermon notes.  Encourage your children to do 

the same as soon as it is age-appropriate. 

Talk about the lesson on the ride home.  (Or on a 

ride to/from school during the week.) 

Sing out.  (If you don’t, your kids won’t.)  Talk to 

your children about your favorite hymns, and why 

they are special to you.  Ask them which songs they 

enjoy most and why. 

Let them see you actively worshiping God during ser-

vice and other times through prayer, Bible study and 

meditation. 
 

Also check out ―Parenting in the Pew: Guiding 
your Children into the Joy of Worship” by Robbie 
Castleman, a Presbyterian minister’s wife—great 
advice if you disregard the doctrinal  references. 

http://www.amazon.com/Parenting-Pew-Guiding-Children-Worship/dp/0830823409
http://www.amazon.com/Parenting-Pew-Guiding-Children-Worship/dp/0830823409

